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Grant Writing Tips 
 

Sustainability - If you want a funder to make an investment in your project, strategically convince 
the reviewers funds will be used wisely and that the project has the capacity to continue beyond the 
investment.  
 
Right size solutions - Addressing specific problems with general solutions is not an approach that 
will get funded. Provide specific details about the actions to address the specific problem and align 
to need statement. 
 
Clarity is everything - For grants, the best style is straightforward and simple. Avoid unnecessary 
jargon, long paragraphs, long sentences, and unfamiliar words.  
 
Budgets - They must add up and make sense. Proposals with math errors undermine the 
organization's credibility.  A budget must add up, and it has to support the logic of the proposal's 
narrative. 
 
Repeating exact phrases from the funder's guidelines/RFP - All good proposals should fit the 
foundation's guidelines, but telling how and why they fit is what is important. Don't just restate 
'funder phrases'.  
 
Mention unique qualities - This gives a distinct advantage to any proposal that has a unique and 
memorable feature.  Balance them though -- not too many.  
 
Don't chase funds - If the funding opportunity does not fit the organization's mission, really think 
twice about why you are pursuing.   
 
Evaluation from the start - Always develop the evaluation plan before creating the 
implementation plan. 
 
SMART objectives - As routine practice develop SMART or Specific, Measurable, Achievable, 
Realistic, Time-based objectives.  
 
Citations - If you include data or quotes in a proposal, then include source citations.  This 
demonstrates that your data is robust, comes from multiple sources, is credible and can be linked to 
research.   
 

Purpose Site 
Excellent resource for foundation and 
corporate prospects. Also has lots of related 
training opportunities   

The Foundation Center http://foundationcenter.org/   

990 and 990-PF tax returns The Foundation Center 
http://foundationcenter.org/findfunders/990finder/ 

Resource for federal grants and federal grant 
online submission.  

Grants.gov 
http://www.grants.gov 

 


